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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 1541 
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TAGS: PFOR, SY, RO, PLO 

SUBJ: CEAUSESCU VISIT TO SYRIA 

REF:BUCHAREST 1789 

1. CEAUSESCU’S OVERNIGHT VISIT TO SYRIA APRIL 24-25 
WAS ARRANGED ON VERY SHORT NOTICE WITH ROMANIAN 
AMBASSADOR REPORTEDLY RECEIVING THE STIMULATED SYRIAN 
"INVITATION" TO VISIT ONLY AT MID-MORNING APRIL 24. TWO 
PRESIDENTS MET IN PRIVATE FOR THREE HOURS AND ASAD GAVE 
DINNER IN CEASUSCU’S HONOR. 

2. SYRIAN PRESS APRIL 25 HEADLINED VISIT WITH PARTIC- 
ULAR EMPHSIS ON EXCHANGE OF REMARKS AT DINNER. PRESIDENT 
ASAD SPOKE WARMLY IN HIS EXTEMPORANEOUS REMARKS ABOUT 
CEAUSESCU PERSONALLY AND EXCELLENT STATE OF SYRIAN- 
ROMANIAN RELATIONS. CEAUSESCU IN TURN PRAISED 
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FOR INTENSIFIED EFFORTS TOWARD PEACE IN MIDDLE EAST, 
STATING THERE WERE "NUMERIOUS WAYS TO REACH THIS RESULT." 
HE CALLED FOR ENLARGING NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS IN 
GENEVA CONFERENCE AND EMPHASIZED THAT ROMANIA CON- 
SIDERED ELEMENTS OF JUST PEACE TO INCLUDE ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL FROM ALL ARAB LANDS OCCUPIED IN 1967 AND 
ESTABLISHING INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN STATE. SAID HE 
AND ROMANIAN PEOPLE WOULD WORK WITH SYRIANS AND OTHER 
PEOPLES OF AREA TO BRING ABOUT JUST AND DURABLE PEACE 
WHICH WOULD ENSURE NATIONAL UNITY. SECURITY, AND 
DEVELOPMENT FOR ALL COUNTRIES IN AREA. 

3. CEAUSESCU ALSO MET WITH PLO CHAIRMAN ARAFAT DURING 
EVENING APRIL 24 BUT PRESS GAVE NO DETAILS. 

4. COMMENT: WE HAVE NO INSIDE INFORMATION TO OFFER 
AS TO REASONS FOR CEAUSESCU'S HASTILY ARRANGED VISIT. 
OCCURRING AS IT DID IN MIDST OF INTENSIFIED INTRA-ARAB 
DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS AND SOVIET ME INITIATIVES, IT PROBABLY 
REPRESENTS CEAUSESCU'S BID TO CARVE OUT A USEFUL ROLE FOR 
ROMANIA IN ME SETTLEMENT PROCESS WHETHER AT GENEVA OR IN 
OTHER FORUMS. DESPITE SHORT NOTICE, SYRIAN WELCOME WAS 
GENUINE, AND VISIT AT LEAST SERVED TO HIGHLIGHT THAT SYRIAN- 
ROMANIAN RELATIONS ARE CURRENTLY ON FRIENDLY AND SOUND 
BASIS. 

MURPHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CHIEF OF STATE VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 25 APR 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975DAMASC01541 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 46-0351 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975041 3/aaaaamfy. tel 

Line Count: 87 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 BUCHAREST 1789 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10 JUN 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <11 JUN 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CEAUSESCU VISIT TO SYRIA 

TAGS: PFOR, SY, RO, PLO, (CEAUSESCU, NICOLAE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



